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April 1, 1999

For Immediate Release:
EIU LECTURE TO FOCUS ON NOBEL PRIZE WOMEN IN SCIENCE
CHARLESTON -- Only 10 of more than 300 science Nobel Prize winners have
been women. Why so few?
Sharon Bertsch McGrayne, author of "Nobel Prize Women in Science: Their
Lives, Struggles and Momentous Discoveries," will discuss that very question when she
appears at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 8, in Eastern Illinois University's Coleman Hall
Auditorium. The talk is free and open to the public.
In addition, the public is invited to join McGrayne for an informal "brown bag
lunch" discussion at noon the same day in the BOG Room of Eastern's Booth Library.
McGrayne is coming to Eastern as a Visiting Scholar of the university's College
of Sciences.
In her research, McGrayne studied the lives and accomplishments of the 10
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female Nobel Prize winners and five others who came close. The women worked in
widely diverse fields, including medicine, chemistry, biology, physics, astronomy and
mathematics. They did share a number of experiences; many had to overcome
enormous hurdles to conduct their research, and most of them considered science the
driving force in their lives. McGrayne plans to discuss the types of problems these
women faced, as well as the factors that helped them succeed.
MeG rayne, a former newspaper reporter and science editor/writer for the
"Encyclopaedia Britannica," has spoken at numerous research institutions and
universities, as well as at the American Physical Society's centennial convention in
Atlanta. An expanded second edition of her book, with a new chapter about the latest
woman to receive a science Nobel -- Christiane Nuesslein-Volhard --was published in
December 1998.
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